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T= E e of the a 4. 
ceaſed, was the reaſon why no at- 
tempt was made to draw bis character. 


. 0 remove the 7 e, which "th 
natural to ſuppoſe that thoſe who read this 
FE will readily fall i into, when they find 
nothing ſaid of bim, it is thought proper 

that the clauſe of bis LAST W1LL 
relating to this ſermon ſhould be printed. 


'Þ vw) . 2 ke 
— — 


regational cinen at Piers Bal, the 
2 of — to preach a Common on 
che laſt verſe of the firſt chapter of 
Janes Provided hd makes 71 men- 
of jon of my 1 name ift tlfe ſaidꝰ frmon. 
I would have ir prineedr 
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Pure nbi ant undefiled berg Gid and | 
the Father, is this,” to viſit the father- 
leſs and widows in their afffiftion, and 
to + ut oF" —_ 22 the- 
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H K author of his epiltle, in _- 
general opinion of the antients, 
was an apoſtle, the brother of 
our Lord, and probably the ſame 

: Ks him who was ſtyrd the Juſt, and was 
biſhop of Jeruſalem. And ſince he was an 

—_ of the * circumciſion, he directs it 


abroad, and addreſſes as well to the un- 
believing Jews as to thoſe who were 
verted to the chriſtian religion. 


** th ah. —— 


— 1 I, 1 ven, t Vid. W da 50: 


+ to the twelve tribes. which' are e 


0 2 9 
THE g deſign of the epiltle i in a great 


meaſure, is e rectify their. crroneous. ſen- 


runents of rel 


Jar and vicious practices which too gene- 


rally prevailed among them; for Which 
- on the apoſtle in our rext gives a de- 


ws of true religion: Pure religion and 


led before God and the Father, is 


72 7a wile the fatherle/3 and widows in 
their afflittion, and keep himſelf * 


Fon. the e. 


1 THE ene is FRM e 


* is deriv'd from the Thracians, a- 
mong whom tis reported Orpheus intro- 


duced numerous ceremonies, which were 
uſed in worſhipping their gods ; and after- 


wards the expreſſion was made uſe of to 


ſignif7 worſhip, or the manner wherein 
the ſupreme Being is to be ſerved. It is uſed 


ſometimes in a bad and ſometimes in a good 


_ fine. Our apoſtle joins with it other words | 
to fix and determine its meaning 1 any 


man among you feem to be r 


briateth not his ton gue but decerverh his 
own heart, that man's _— i ww. 


And pure __ aged undefiled. 
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PV RE 3 and 
preſſions borrowed from . which 0 
2 clear and free from ſtain to make th em 
> uine, and give them a * value; in like 
NY „religion which is pure and unde- 
filed, is that religion which is true and una 
dulterated, that has not improper mixtures 
to abate or deſtroy its 3 and worth: 
and becauſe the knowledge of theſe falſe 
mixtures will be of co l ſervice to 
give a clearer view. of genuine religion, os, 
in other words, of ſerving and worſhippin 
| hi even the Father, in a FIRE fu 
to him; 


lad. — | 
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1 15 ORE 8 rau 192 
our apo Ie way, in re 2 mae 0 
the Jew, "ro whom, be W545 Le Ay. 


IL, THEN, explain the the pero es 
95 pure religion and 0. 970 
the leſs. and e in their affiic- 


tian, ** * , e um the 
they l On. 
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Iv. T R ACE the moſt tier occaſi ons 
ef haye given riſe to undue mixtures in 
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V. CONCLUDE 18 proper and fi 
table FW * 
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ef * 


uy I ISHALL lay before you che falſe ſen. 
timents which have been entertained of re- : 
ligion, ſo far as our apoſtle leads the — 
in reference to the ewig, to whom 
Writes. 3 25 23 | 
(I.) THEY fell into an au 
that the gelief of the principles of religion 
would be fifficient alone, and unattended 
With good works, to recommend them to 
2 fayour of God, and fecure their future 
_ happineſs. Thou believeſt that God is one 
1 boaſteſt thy ſelf that thou art not an 
idolater as tlie fooliſh: heathens are, but a 
worſhipper of the God of T/ael, the maker 
of heaven and earth, beſides whom there i is 
no other: Thou doeft well; but do not 
from hence raiſe mighty hopes ; ; for thou 
herein exceedeſt not the very devils, f the 
believe and tremble. W tt 20 know, 
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1 
wain man? vain in laying the weight of thx 
expectation of acceptance with God and e-. 
ternal life, on the weak and ſandy founda- 
tion of a faith deſtitute of good works; 
that faith without works is dead. | 


A PERSUASION of mind, (how 
firm ſoever it be, and tho founded on a 
train of clear and well connected arguments) 
that there is one true and living God, to 
whom every perfection in kind and degree 
belongs, who exerciſes a kind providence 
over the beings he has made, and has re- 
vealed his will to us; which revelation we 
entertain, and upon proper evidence, if un- 
accompanied with a ſutable influence on our 
determination and conduct, whereby alone 
we can be beneficial to others, and capable 
of the happineſs which is- agreeable to our 
make: ſuch a perſuaſion (I ſay) may very 
fitly be repreſented dead, i. e. fruitleſs, in- 
active, and without life, and * undiſcove- 
rable by others. I am ſenſible how raiſed 
an opinion you f have of Abraham the fa- 
ther of the faithful ; in him you pride, and 
on the account of the privilege of ſo ho- 
nourable a deſcent, vainly build the expecta- 
tion of ſharing in the happineſs of the world 
to come : and was not he + 7uſizfied by 


2 PIO * FI I 8 


Ve 36, + Verſe 21. f Verſe 21, 22. 
mY 95 | | works, 


———— his works, aud by dan Was 
faith: made perfect And be aſluredf chat 
as the body. withent the [Ririk it dead 
| fo faith without works is dead alſo. Thus 
che apolide, while be proves that many of 
2 Jaun placed their = _ alane, 
able e e. e . the * 


: 5 AN OT HER e exroneous 6 opinien-of 

religion. which ſeems, to be a conſequence 
of the ſoxmes, and which. had —— enter 
aimed by ere Was, that a diligent atten: 
tien to the divine: law. and careful applica- 
tion of mind te gain 4 clear knowledge of | 
i ont 1 049 hr tho they expreig'd ns 
concern to or) __ _— ORs 
ta ita mes. 


LAX cannot. be doubt — but 3 
118 A COMIC endable conduct, When God 5 

vauchſafes adilcovery: of his will to his rea - 
ſonahle creatures, that they ſhould attend 
with ſutable care and becoming reverence; 
aud by all proper methods conſtantly en- 
deavour to Arain as clear an — 


—— 


by cas. | vegas. / + 


_ of 


3 41 95 
of che encklleney of Kid laws; and the hap- 
py Suite which-atiſe from a ſincere amd | 
ſteddy obſervance of them; of the fſtneſs 
of his revelations, the connection 
and harmony of their ſeveral parts, diſplays. 
ing his inimirable skill in gov! men 
thro all the paſt ages, as our limited powets 
and imperfe& ſtate will admit. For which 
reaſon. we are called upon to purſue this 
knowledge; and the prophet tells us, that 


for want of it the people were deſtroyed? 

and yer it's equally clear, that our know- 

of the principles of religion (how 

di & and extenſive ſoever) terinitating ir 
bare. s ho — the tem 

our minds, and RP the actions 

of our lives (rhe gn of all di- 

vine knowledge) ws 0 ns: be avail- 


able to recommend us = fayour of God, 
Or ſecure our future "Happindls,” | 1 


THE error of the contrary opinion leo | 
ſo: obvious, and is fo glaring, that fone 
may poſſibly pa naar that t is is a charge 
mere _ and not'a cale ever true 
in fact Bur * there were ſeveral of the 
eus who unhappily felt into this miſtake; 
pers unden des; But be ye ner 

of the word, and not heajers 4 ce . 


| A tate ns x * ISS 
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"+ 3 
ceiving your own feldes: for if any be 4 
hearer of the word, and not a doer, he i, 
like to a man beholding his natural face in 
a glaſs ; for he beholaeth himſelf and goeth 


his way, and ſtrait-way forgetteth what. 


manner of man he was. But whoſo look-+ 
eth into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a forget- 


Ful hearer but a doer of the work, this 


man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. Hither 
we may refer Rom. 2. 13. For not the 
bearers of the' law are guſt before God, 
but the doers f the law ſhall be juſtified. 
* Behold thou art called a Jew, and reſteſt 
in the law, and makeſt thy boaſt of God; 
+ and knoweſt his will, and approveſt the 
things that are. more excellent, being in- 


| ſtructed our of the law. 


| (3.) MANY of the Jews expected to 
obtain the favour of God, from inſtructing 
- others in his laws; and in conſequence laid 
an undue ſtreſs on being doctors and teachers. 
For this reaſon they affected the character, 
deſiring to be teachers of the law, + un- 
 derſlanding neither what they ſaid, nor 
whereof they affirmed; and on that ac- 


count, our apoſtle thus addreſſes to them, 


3 


* Verſe 17. F Vid. Grot. ＋ 1 Tim. 1. 7. 
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TO be deſirous of s an of. 


mildeſt methods, to 


E oa min 


DE arer condengrg- 
e Ls po 5 
au ti 1 
__ _ 3 — pk. this „en 
Jeu teacher, Aud art con - 
2 ee, e ee 


F 1. "FT Ahlen, * Rom. BY, 28 WI 2 


e nag. 


could haue given liſe, . vert 


1 » 
tegcheſt another,  teacheft.thou not thy folfd 
Thou that makeſt 72 boaſt of the #4 
thro . * law diſbonouref thou 
Goof: daft oubciichgt 40 awoulsb. 2d 0 1 


Y} bai $199 n 


(4 51 11 laſt a ad as 5 jon, 


Tt the, Jews generally, vun into, 55 


che natural reſult of all, the precediy 
an unreaſonable and inre AE. "for 
rites and ceremonies, .. Gc -choſe 
the people of I 450 5 = flood in the re- 
lation of à king to them; to gnard, chem 
from idolatry. and introduce the Meſſias, 
who was to be the Saviour of mankind. 
diſtinguiſh'd by proper. characters preyioully 


* of him by Mees and the prophets; 5 


e. enacted Pg: ety. of ee jo 1 
were never 4. ulli caion of I. 2; 
for if prog bs 1 1 


4 ebe 
"oj, ſhould have been by the law. ee 270 


* 


On Redeemer appearing in the. full» 


—_ of time, underwent a painful, death ; 


and thereby +. b/otred out yy + I 
of. ordinances. which _ Was againſt ur, an 


tool it out f the \ way,” nailing ir . 


eraſe; # ling by.chat-word £9 4.6 om 
WI — R — * * feet ratte * 0 
— — len. — — 
# Yid. Greg... 1 . . 181 . 


nal ap 
tile converts were not under any neceſliry of 
ſubmitting deten. h es on 

u S099 28 tl tn 
0 NOTWITHSTANDING: this, the 
unbelieving Jews, and many of the jeuiſb 
converts, had entertained ſo particular a 

fondneſs for the ceremonies of the law, as 
_ the moſt: fiery. and outrageous zeal to 
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which then prevailed among many. of va 

in that manner a law. Aud the 
tles; inveſted with authority from him, 
conſtantiy declar d. that however the Jeu 
mig ht 'conceive: of 1 the obligation of re- 
| gd! 'circumcifion- and the -rites f the 
aw, as. the peculiar conſtitution of their 
community, till God Thould put a final pe- 
riod to it;: yet with reſpect to their juſti- 
fication to eternal liſe, faith in the Meſſias 


2 their whole conduct. would 
alone be ſufficient, agreeably to the origi- 


pointment of God: and that the gen- 


ſe the plain dodtine of chriſtianity, and 

3 their utmoſt intereſt wich the Roman 
powers to exeite and raiſe, a perſecution; 
a practice very frequent amongſt thoſe. who 
embrace: miſtaken ſentiments of religion. .. 43 


'T H E bitter. teak + Which the jadaizing 
teachers expreſs d in your of the rites of 


ny ” C'S ITT ; r 

I james 1.25. " Analg: 3. 14. 44 03 * 

ig. A 
k % 
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7 TY 
=... a 
the law, gave great diſturbance to the 
churchèes of Chriſt, which were firſt planted. 
This occaſion'd their conſtant oppoſition to 
Paul, the apoſtle of the gentiles, who con- 
trary to them, ſteddily maintained that the 
gentile converts were no way obliged to 
the obſervance of legal ceremonies. 


JO this we are to attribute enyying, 
emulation, ftrife and evil ſpeaking, which the 
apoſtle reproves them for: with a view to 
this, he dſſtades them from f ſpeaking evil 
one of another; he that ſpeateth evil of 
His brother, and judgeth his brother, ſpeak- Y 
eth evil of the law, and gudgeth the law, 2 
or ſpeaketh againſt the law as being in- 
perfect, in that it doth not command or 
'condemn thoſe things which thou doſt com- 1 
mand or condemn: But if thou take upon A 
hee to Judge the lat, thou art not in thy 4 
dehaviour as 4 doer of the law, but a judge $ 
of it; whereas there ir only one law-giver, 
who is able to ſave and deſtroy + who'there- 
fore art thou that: fudgeſt another? now 
+ bleſing Gbd, even the father of the gentile 
as well as the Few, then curſing or anathe- 3 
; matizing thoſe who are made after the ſi. I 
_wihtuideof God: be not deceived, **'if any, 


es 3.16, f ch. 4 11, 12, f ch 3. 10. 
x 2 90 3 , 3 . 
** Ch. 1. 26. 28 3 6 


mas 
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with a ſincere deſign to do 


1 le. 10 
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nam among ſeem to be 1 and 
Bridleth not his tongue ſtom angry and fu- 
rious expreſſions, uncharitable and mi 


chievous contentions, tho Tv 


zeal for God. that man's religon 4 is Vain.” 
Th: Us having repreſented the miſtakes 


Wich are ruinous to true religion, to which 


all other erroneous ſentiments concerning 
religion in its nr conſideration, may 


e be nen es 


a Ne of 0 jg 1 pure oa 


and undefiled according to the 8 ned 
the apoſtle confiſts. And REED) If... & 
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Furl. IN bendficence. gk 
_ Szcondhy, IN ſelpurity. 


# > 


Firſt, IN beneficence : Pure reli 
aud undefiled before God even the ron 
zs this, to viſit the fatherle(s aud widotus in 
their affliction, That is, ſuch as — 7 in diſtreſs; 
the - offices 
which are in the compals-.of our power, 
to eſſen if not temove their ſorrows, - ex- 


. our kind a that ey "oy * 
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Steves; not 80 in words, but in acts 61 
Teal goodneſs, and in the moſt tender and 
Obhkeing manner: fatherleſ and widows in 
rhein affliction, who ate leaſt capable of af- 
ſiſting themſelves, and the moſt diſpiflted in 
trouble, and from whom there is not a proſ- 

of a return:  fatherleſs "and widows in 
Their afliction, taken in the utmoſt extent, 
Whoever W are, of what nation, religion, 
and ſoevet they may be, whether 
friends or enemies, with unmovable con- 
ſtancy: whereby theſe acts of goodneſs ex- 
pres $d to them will appear to ariſe from a 
Tenſe of duty to God, ard deſire to reſemble 
Him in being 'and doin ood, and à ſuta. 
bleneſs in nuch a conduct to our ptefent 
ſtate, and to our receiving a reward i 2 ano- 
ther, from a kind and merciful Father ; 
and conſequently ro imply the cuties which 
relate to our Maker. ier | 


THE reafon'why the ge deſcribes 
pure religion by acts of goodneſs and mercy 
to the afflicted, is not only becauſe the 
Jews (as their own * hiſtorian remarks o 
were extremely defective therein, but in- 
almuch as they neceſſarily include all the 


duties which we are obliged to practiſe 


towards others, viz. truth, faithfulneſs, 


Et NT TOR f - 
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and juſtice.” For wn e e. be 


canon, rb whe 
4 ſuit 9 both: mu ft. or both 
ſtand, to avoid all marks of Partiality 5 he 
 infers,. the obligation to this conduct from, 
the royal lat according to the ſcripture, 
+ Thou ſhalt love — ner — Was my Ps 
and with the juſteſt for no perſon 
would. be. deſpiſed hecauſe hecauſe he. is poor, | - 
We. a rich man on . that. accqunt. he pies, 
red” before bim in judgment. This 4g, / 
the firſt thing wherein the apoſtleplaces PS, 5 
id efled, religion, Wage N LANES: 
1 w bends is ſelf SEE 
hep. fre 
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Father for his, apoſtles, * pray not. 
that thou. "Poul tate th 'of the, - 
world, but that., thou. e n e 
from. the. evil. _ this ſenſe th 5 
Paul erbons the chriſtians at Rome not 
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en World, 4nd d re 
minds _ 2 e of their P 15 
v ordin to the 'conrſe' of . 
DU, before che embraced the 8 2 
dectrine. On this account our Ns Mp 


peals to bis brethren, f Know. pe nor 

tht friendſhip of. the A g's is de {Brin en . 

God? whoſoever therefore will be a won 

of the world, is (FOG 58 RED AN D Ti 
196 HE full compaſs 


may learn from Tm, ri ap 
cumciſion, and writi 


and the Inſt of of the ana 
life, is not of the es "out "7 
world. The tuft of” the Beſb « all __ 
ſenſual pleaſure, ariſing fror "an unde 5 
immoderate gratification of” 'our, ap 5 55 
intemperance, and impurity ,: 15e 45 

eyes: an ungovern d de re of fiche 5 


4 reaſonable way our ſelvè | 

41 endete art oft eat to 8 TIVITY 
oe ri den a cles draws .into 

ir eh our 'chiefeſt views ape. moſt conſtant 


pleaſe our eye, not deſigning to, er 5s i o 
o 


parſaits, or breaks tliro the ties of Huna. 


ty and jultice: and the pride of ß an irre- 
gular gef of the Gn and honour, ſa- 
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is infinitely preferable,.. and 
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ie 6 - Sogxs, hdauoiges 
70 keep himlelf unſpotted ftom the 
world, then, is from a eſtimate of — 


. 5 4 a | 8 „ Z 
worth of things, to uſe with moderation the 
bleſſings of providence which we enjoy; 


cooly to partes wharf. preſent we. are not 
in the poſſeſſion of; and when. we attain it, 
to ule it for the moſt valuable purpoſe, the 
honour of our Maker, in promoting our own, 
true happineſs, and the happineſs of our fel- 
; low-creatures: ina word, it lies in governing 
our appetites, and reining our, paſſions, in 
having our lower powers in proper order 
and under due command, as 1rd thole, 
who bear the character of reaſonable beings, 
capable of reſembling God in righteoulncls 
and goodneſs, and oblig'd to expreſs thole, 
virtues in our behaviour to others. The, 
? phraſeun/porred from the world hasa peculiar, 
fttneſs and propriet) in it to repreſent govern d 
7 appetites and well directed paſſions, ſince 
when they are exorbitant and unruly, ſtains 
and blemiſhes neceſſarily ariſe to our intelli- 
gent nature, and we become geatly pollu- 
ted. I have no other remark to make under 
this head, but that to viſit the fatherleſs in 
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their affliction, and keep himſelf unſpot- 
ted from the world, is repreſented pure 


religion and undefiled before God, ſignify- 


ing either in his eſtimate, or which is prac- 


riſed from a ſenſe of his authority over 
us, and a regard to the reward we may 


reaſonably expect to receive from him. 
Thus Zecharias and Elizabeth are deſcrib'd 
as righteous * before God - and the apoſtle 


+ Paul, when he had bleſſed God even the 


Father, for the favours he had conferr'd on 
the Epheſians thro Jeſus Chriſt, he adds, Ac- 
cording as he hath choſen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we might 
be holy and unblameable before him. 


AND ifthe latter interpretation ſhou'd be 


thought by any not to be the true one, on ac- 
count that the term before, in theſe places, 


differs from that which has the fame ren- 
dring in our text, meg; yet religion, which 
in its common uſe has ever been ſuppos'd 


neceſſarily to imply a reſpect to God when 


pure and undefiled before God, in his un- 


erring judgment, muſt unavoidably include 


in it a regard to his authority, a reſpect to 
his favour, and a recompence of reward 
from him. I come now, . 


. 


Luke 1. 6. T Epheſ. I. 4. F Erd atey, 1 lerd roy. 
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Il. TO prove that herein true religion 


And, 
(2.) BY revelation. 


* )BY reaſon, and the nature of things. | 


(.) BY reaſon and the nature of things. 


THE variety of beings which compoſe 
the ſtructure of the world, and are formd 
with ſuch exquiſite skill, leads us to the ac- 
knowledgment of a firſt intelligent cauſe, eve 
ry way perfect, and conſequently righteous 
and good. And ſince we are capable of re- 
ligion, we cannot doubt but that the moſt 
acceptable way of ſerving God muſt be by 
_ conſtant endeayours to be like him in his 
imitable perfections, and eſpecially in being 

and doing good. This temper and ond 
impart to us the excellency and happineſs 
peculiar to our reaſonable make, and ſo 
muſt be of eternal obligation upon us, and 
greatly pleaſing to the higheſt Goodneſs. 
be col of the frame of things we con- 
verſe with, wherein the ſeveral ranks of be- 
ings are ſerviceable to each other, and per- 
petually carry on the TE and W 
. - 0 


(20) 


of the whole, clearly evinces that it is fit reaſo- 


nable beings ſnould be of choice difjuſively be- 
neficial 27 one ne Tot gane our makę 
e come into 


early to goodneſs. by the oy rr ie 
ſions of affection ſhewn to our ſelves. In our 
frame appear a ſtrong bent to ſociety, and 
an unealy emotion at the view of great 


diſtreſs in others, ſo that it is a kind of eaſe 


to our ſelves to adminiſter relief to them. 
The ſtate we are in, by a variety of change: 
. renders us expos 9 to many 2h iGions : 1 — 


if we expe compaſſion and ſu P ort in x 
circumſtances, it is but equitable we. ſhou 


| expreſs the ſame £9 When Fen uke 54g 
He tryals. | 


As the fiſt pare of the gips 19 
apoſtle gives of true religion n by the 
arguments which are taken bow th 1 nature 
6 things, clearly demonſſrated; 9 5 
other, vg. to keep himſelf 41/70 otted 55 
the world, in the fame manner, and with 


equal clearnels, may ae x © mad 0 Yr 


Pear 


1E E gratification of ur nl FA 
dis to an Exceſſive degree, as 45 if our min 


1 


W- 


7 £9 he body, * 25 
7 9 7 125 1 11 ang a ED 
4 egging our lyes bel 


in the 210 1 erer 
Kgerkates the e e bates the Yi rOuS 
exerciſe of it, whereby Te are 155 2 


the brutes ; which is highl Do an 
pabecoming, Excels in the uſe of ſpiritupus 

1quors often puts men out of the gireQiag 

5 Lg” ug of objec mſelves, and renders 
them juſtly the objects af contempt. Be- 
fe: ingogerare glgenor of or Appe- 
tices has a tendency bp giye narrgy and 
contracted yiews 19 or & Wind, at ang 
confine its regards t 5 elf, and ingilpole ro g 
generous and exten! IVE goodneſs ta gthers. 


ILD ang outrageous paſſions, 
and HILD anf Kade . 5 wth gre 


e 


power Wer and command * the bor a 


Cadet or Gigi d it Thould aly: 
— our con- _ 838 convi 
orders and frightful deformity, - tea 
in OO — fury all friend 
tender diſpot tions, and” occafi on a 
as well as Behayigur ies een apd aſt 
ful, narrow and inyidious, ſavage and 
man, cruel and' revengeful : aug ny dif 
agreeable ſuch characters are to the. nature 
of God, and our reaſpnable Raps ar firſt 


view 


— 


»”” 


1 „ ä ; 
view appears too evident to need a labour'd 
proof. Thus the light of nature * clearly 
proves , that goodnels and ſelf- government 
conſtitute true religion: and to this pur- 
poſe many paſſages occur in the writings of 


the wiſeſt heathens. But this will farther ap- 


(2) BY revelation, and expreſs places of 


WHEN 5 vindicates his integrity, 


he gives a beautiful deſcription of religion; in 


drawing his own character. f If I have 


with-held the poor from their deſire, or 


Have cauſed the eyes of the widow to fail. 


I have ſeen any periſh for want of clo- 
thing, or any. poor without Nas 2 if 


His loins have not bleſſed me, and if he 


SS 


tim. Iraque boni etiam farre at fitilla religioſi ſunt. V. Sen. 
Lipſ. Ed. p. 166. „ 8 70 
Animadverto enim etiam Deos non tam accuratis adorantium 
precibus quam innocentis & ſanctitats latari; gratioremque exiſti- 
mari, qui delubris eorum puram caſtamque mentem, quam qui 
meditatum carmen intulerit, V. Plin, in Panegyr. 
Vin damus id ſuperis de magna quod dare lance, + 
Non poſſit magni” Meſſale lippa propago, | 
Compoſitum jus faſque' animi ſanctoſque receſſus 
Mentis, & incoctum generoſo pectus honeſto? 
Hec cedo ut admoveam templis, ec farre litabo. Perſ. Sat. 2 da. 
To theſe many other paſſages of the like nature (if 
„ needful) might eaſily be added. | 
"00-31, 16, 19% &%, 


were 


HL 

' were not warmed with the fleece of my 
ſheep ; if ] have lift up my band againſt the. 
ales . when 1 ſaw my help in the gate; 
then let mine arm fall from my ſhoulder-. 
blade. If have made gold my hope, or. 
ſaid to the fine gold, Thou art my confi- 
dence + if I rejoiced becauſe my wealth was 
great, and becauſe mine hand had got. 
MY . 


| MF 

GOODNESS to the“ fatherleſs, ſtranger 
and widow, was recommended in the law; 
and to induce the Jews to the practice of 
it, they were often reminded of being 
themſelves flaves in Egyt. When they 
falſely imagined that ſacrifices and purifica- 
tions would avail without real virtue, God 
ſent his prophets to declare to them, that 
without inward holineſs, f He that killed 
an ox, is as if he flew a man : he that ſa- 
crificed, as if he cut off a dog's neck: be 
that offered an oblation, at- if he offered 
ſwines blood; and to exhort them to true 
repentance, and a return to the practice of 
duties good in themſelves, wherein pure 
religion and undefil'd conſiſted. The pro- 
phet Micah, when he had calld upon 
the mountains to hear the controverſy of 
the Lord with his people 1/7ae/, + O my 


ow. 
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** Ver. 24. i Iſa. 66. . 
+ Mic, 6. 8. . | 
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Lot require of thee, bit to dv 7 40 
i love meh, aud 10 alt bi 2 


7e the moſt perfect revelation, he re- 
foached' the ſcribes and phariſees, who 


their Hands when they eat bread, that they 
Had wickedly fruſtrated the commandment 
of God, Honour thy. father and mothen; 


when they inſtructe hett, + of 4 Mai ſhall 
jay to ca * and eke t 2s Corbau, | 


Do —— 


i Mie. 6. 8. f Deut. 10/12; + Mar: 7. 11. 
KEE, | "4% 
that 


F-y bow 5 


amed his followers” fot neglecting to walli 


Te ESL 

that is to ſay, a gift, 'by: whatſoever thou 
mighteſt be profited by*me, he ſhall be free; 
thus "making the word of, Gad ef none 
effect thro tradition. Te hypocrites, well 
did Waiah propheſy. of you, Jayzng, this peo- 
ple draweth nigh unto me with ther mouth, 
and honoureth me © with their lipr, but 
their heart is far from me; but in vain 

they do worſhip me, teaching for dbétrines 

the commandments of men. Our Lord con- 
vers d with publicans and ſinners,” and gave 
Y offence dy to the phariſees : in vindica- 
ting this his conduct he recommends them to 
one of their f prophets, Iwill have merey, 
and not (that is, rather than) ſacriſce, tho 
aa divine inſtitution. And in regard that 
while they were exact and ſcrupulous, in 
paying tithe of mint, and anniſe, and cum- 
* min, they omitted the ueightier things of 

jh law, judgment, mercy and faith , he 
denounces a terrible woe againſt them. 


1 
#00, 


IN the ſermon, which our Saviour defign'd 
to be the rule bis EE ſhould follow in 
their conduct, he expreſſy declares chat except 
their mmm g exceeds that of the\phari- © 
fees, which conſiſted in external obſervances, 
they ſhould in no caſe bnter into the king- 


* Mat. 15. 7,8, 9. + Mat. 9.13. Hob 6.6. 


On). 
dom of heaven; and recommends to them l 
purity of heart and extenſive goodneſs even | 
to enemies, 1 or "_ ency in foe | 
aur pattern example: Be ye perfe 
or e even 4 2 * | 
ig in heaven is perfect. The apoſtles who 
received their commiſſion ad — ority from 
Chriſt to teach the goipel, N de- 
liver d the fame doctrine, aff them 
to whom they preached, that the is intention 
af the Meſſias s appearance was to reform 
„and purify to to himſelf 4 peculiar 
people zealous of Fes oo works ; and that the 
general view of his inſtitntion was, r 
dhoſe who embraced it, f denying all ungod. 
 bueſs aud worldly luſts, might Gwe ſcberly, 
right 7 and 1 i this Preſent world; 
laokin eee Hope : to which 
] 4nd: important om: How, part 
of is aii : 


4A N D now 2 Þ fully 3 by 
the nature of things, and plain citations 
ſtom ſcripture, that pure religion and unde. 
Nied before God: and the Kuther, ig this, 
20 viſit tbe fatherleſs: and widows in their 


afflittion,” aud to. hee IK, | 
a 3 the urid; ce _ 
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pra us of FP . of. | 5 
nature, appearing in che latisfacti 


and the uneaſineſs which attends the co 
trary practice; or, in other ons teach 0 
to form right an 6h of. religion, But 
remarks an mankind, will copyince. dis cha 
his of 5 has: en been nie 
ectedd, and ſomething, 10 to the 
7 — of our wile, ( i boa = iced. in 


its room, to direct and guide « - pa 
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| of religiop ; ; and here commence t E dan- 
Wagen 8 gerors 


gerous miſtakes which have been entertained 
„„ 


SINCE we are made to dwell in a 
world of ſenſible objects, our great Crea- | 
tor has in infinite wiſdom given us a frame 
and contexture of body exactly ſuited to 
it, and a power of fancy to put together 
and aſſemble the images of pal and abſent 
objects, attended with a mixture of the paſ- 
ſions, which enter into our make, to anſwer 


the purpoſes of our preſent ſtate. Here, as in 


all nature, a remarkable variety appears: 
ſome by their conſtitutions are gay and 
ſprightly, others reſerv'd and gloomy; and 
according to their different complexions, 
they form their conceptions of God: one ap- 
prehending him to be tamely good, and ano- 
ther inexorably ſevere; on which account 
men become pose to numerous ſuperſti- 
tious rites of worſhip: Thou thoughteſt I'was 
altogether ſuch a one as thy ſe 4. to which 
the heat of imagination, peculiar to the 
make of ſome perſons, has not a little con- 
tributed: whereas bodily temper and live- 
lineſs of fancy were to be under manage- 
ment; and it was only reaſon, our higher 
power, which was given us by our kindCrea- 
tor, to lead us into the knowledge of the beſt 
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manner 
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has been one conſiderable oc 
nicious errors in religion. 


Tag 


manner of worſhipping him acceptably ; a 
not attending to its pure and ED dictates, 


on of per- 


1 L by 


2. ANOTHER occaſion of ſuch mit 


takes has been fear, ariſing from conſciouſ- 
neſs of guilt, and attended with anxious 
and reſtleſs deſires to appeaſe the offended 
Deity, when thro degeneracy and vice the un- 


derſtanding ina great meaſure is rendered unfic 
to diſcern things in a juſt and proper ligt. 


WHATEVER falſe apprehenſions of 
religion are admitted, . the obligations to 
Juſtice and humanity, and a due regard to our 
Maker, lie ſo obvious, that when they are 
violated in remarkable inſtances, our pouer 
y ca- 


of reflection, eſpecially if awakened by 


lamity and diſtreſs, 8 us uneaſy girds. 
To remove the anguiſh Which ariſes thence, 


the guilty mind reſtleſsly caſts about, where- 


withal ſhall 1 come before him whom 1 


haye fo highly incensd? And ſince a courſe 


of vice naturally darkens the underſtand: - 


ing, and renders it leſs capable of formi ng J 


right judgment ; it is no wonder at ſuch 
a time, when a motion of the paſſions 
occaſions a tumultuous and diſturb'd ſtate 


of mind, that magnificent temples, coſtly 


oblations, expenſive facrifices, and the 
1 . ay IR 4 . like, 
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ke, ſuited to their own genius, ſhoul 
5 fix'd — 1 to atone LR: whom 1 ey 
are conſcious. of having. greatly offend 
To this we muſt 8 aſcribe not 
only the pompous, biit the == cere- 


n of ſacrificing men and their own 


Spring, often 33 . the . 
Mp ens. 
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"ens. in relig igion, is a deſire whic 
, have f ee the matter wi 
the divine Being ng, 


with their: vices _ 1 real virtue, 


1 What 4 
be ing war HEY of this may "ly te 


EE, the york of. the propb — 


27 not to Hing werde, ſaving, the 2 
the far e temple * he Lord, a 
27 22 by it, are t 6. gy if you 
thorowly amend your ways, and. your * 
if. you thorgwly executt judgment betweey 


4 man and his e 1f ye. appreſs 


nat the, ſtranger, t be fatherleſs and the uit 
dow; and ed 5 innocent blood in this 
Place, neither walk after other gods to your 


birt ; then will cauſe * fe: wells in 6 thi 
5. sr, 10 noon K nd 


inſtead of parting 


the : 


En 

IF it will not be allowed in a juſt eſti- 
2 chat a vicious courſe is attended with 
aà genuine pleaſure; yet that there is a pre. 
FA eaſe in gratifying a ſtrong appetite, and 
yielding to a violent paſſion, cannot be de- 
ny d: and when habits of any fort are fixed 
by repeated acts, a kind of plealure ariſes from 
what we have been long accuſtomed ta, and 
a pain on the contrary : when the habits are 
criminal, the like re difficulty of n 
true religion. unavoidably reſults. 


THE minds, however; bn i * 
lowed: to think, will eaſily diſcern the e: 
ternal ee of real piety and virtue, 
te which they have contracted indiſpaſi- 


tions, ſo deeply rooted, that _— _— 


them unconquerable; and not 
to lay aſide all re ious fentiments 
tices. "(for reaſonable creatures are <= 
religion) they are willing 10! ſubſtitute: in 
the place of real religion ſomething elſe, 
which may be more eaſy to them in their 
preſent circumſtance: an accurate know 
of ſchemes, and a zeal in their defence; a 
peculiar dreſs, and particular fer of phraſes, 
and the like. From this principle 
bave raiſedlarge edifices, and endow'd:t 
| 2 dreaming that by _ a conduct they 
ſhall. cover a long; train of "OE f- 


preſſve, and cruel actions. 


| 
' L 
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V. I SHALL now conclude with pro- 
per and ſutable application. 
1. THIS diſcourſe ſhould excite in us 
great care to avoid (as much as poſſibly 
de can) the errors whereby religion be- 
comes leſs pure before God and the Fa- 


SOME, without any juſt reaſon, have © 
imagin'd that the different ways of worſhip- * 
ping the ſupreme Being, how trifling and 
ceremonious ſoever, which have prevailed 
among mankind, are grateful to him on the 
account of their variety ; which ſentiment, 
' how clearly ſoever it may evince the great 
_ indifferency that ſuch who eſpouſe it haye 
to religion, carries in it unbecoming appre- 
henſfions of the divine Being. Tis true in- 
deed, | that God is no reſpecter of perſons, 
but in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
Him; and his infinite goodneſs will make all 
oper allowances to the circumſtance of 
Fis creatures: and yet, to conceive that an 
heedleſs worſhip of God, as education and 
the cuſtom of the country we live in direct, 


8 
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and a thoughtful ſervice performed in the 
| beſt manner we can, ariſing from our own 
make and the relation we ftand in to God 
and others, will be equally pleaſing to our 
Creator; is 1 unworthy of God and diſa- 
E that it is 
to be preſumed no pe 
will beben 0 am ntair ir. ; 6 


THAT we chireider farhGilly- u ah our 
powers in the beſt way we can to attain the - 
waar of pure re and guard a+ 
1 DIE region, and qua it, maſt be 
of conſiderable importance. To theſe pur- 

poſes God has in his abundant. goodneſs fa- 

voured us with a revelation by his Son. 

the cleareſt and moſt perfect: let us con- 
ſtantiy attend to it. There we ſhall be 
fully inſtructed, that not faith, not know- 
ledge not devotion, not poſitive inſtitutions, 
Which are means of pure religion, will a- 
vail, unleſs perfected in real and in ward ho- 

lineſs, in the love of God, and extenſive 
charity to men; their proper end. There 


is moſt ſuited to the nature of God, 
d introducing ceremonies contrary to its 


true genius. For this reaſon James calls the 


=_=—_ gl rhe — dow — — 9 and 


| Jaws, 5 | Me 


on e reflection 


3 clearly learn that the ſimpleſt wor- 


r 


* 


the apoſtle Paul frequently exhorts, to 
* land faſt in the liberty ubereuith Chriſt 
bas made us free. v7 7 136 98m 
IF in plea for ceremonies it be faid, that 
they are indifferent, why are they not. left 
in their natural indiftereney ? Beſides, if the 
character of being indifferent will vindicate 
their introduction into the worſhip of God, 
what boundaries can be fix d? May not the 
chriſtian doctrine become as burdenſom as 
- the law? Farther, the right of making 
things and actions, which are indifferent: 
the neceſſary terms of communion in reli- 
gious worſhip, beſides and contrary to the 
inſtitution of Chriſt, or in other robin. of 
altering the nature of things and chriſtianity; 
dad lacked; with great clearneſs and 8 | 
of argument, be made out; as allo to whom 
that right belongs, I doubt, will be found 
a right that magiſtrates, upon reflection, will 
not ſee reaſon to claim: their province is 
to ſecure the civil rights af mankind, and 
guard the peace of the community. And if 
it ſhould be thought that the maintaining 
peace in a ſociety will of courſe draw after it 
a right of preſcribing one way of worſhip- 
ping God, with a variety of ceremonies, no 
periqn, who has made any conſiderable ob- 


I Gal. 5. 1. = 5 . 
| ſeryation, 


aw. 


ſervation, but will find that this method has 


been the occaſion of unhappy diſturbances, 
while every one has not been allow'd the 
iberty of ſerving his great Creator, in the 
manner which he apprehends moſt acceptable 
to him, without any civil diſcouragement. 
Concord is moſt likely to ariſe from the ſim- 
pleſt worſhip, form'd by a careful regard to 
the light of nature and plain chriſtianit ß. 


© SINCE then the happineſs of men, re- 
lating to this life, is alone the intention of 


civil government, are we not to be leſt en- 


tirely to our own choice, to ſerve God ac- 
cording to our beſt light? Or if it were o- 
therwiſe, could we expect acceptance and 


a reward from him (which in religious wor- 


THE moſt plauſible argument to ſap- 


port the right of the magiſtrate, in matters 


of religion, is, that God oppoigged a great 
the Jeu, as he 


number of ceremonies to 
ſtood in the relation of a king to them. 


To this may be anſwer d, that then they 


were civil laws, and to be regarded as ex- 
preſſions of allegiance to him; and one 


would hardly apprehend that God deſign d 


the law of Moſes, ſtrictly taken, ſhould be 


look d upon as religion, in the greateſt pro- 


priety of the word, when there was not, 
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as I think, any. Sprich ſpiritual promiſes an- 
nex'd to it. OT that conſtitution 5 = 
deſign d wit ar views to prepare the 
nde of dhe Son of God, 85 diſtin- 
Suith him by ſuch marks as, when he ſhould 
come, Age ive conviction that he was 
truly the Meſſias: but when he did appear, 
he declared in the name of the Father, that 
his kingdom was not of this world, that 
the hour cometh when ye ſhall neither in 
this mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, worſhip 
the Father ; that is, no longer ſhall p: ti 
aces be facred to the divine worll ; the 
ur cometh, and now tis, when thi "true 
worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in 
Spirit and in truth : and they that wor- 
"ſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and 
truth. To thew a change in the conſtitu- - 
tion, when the apoſtle Paul had mentioned 
— be Av: 9 Moſes g law dy d with- 
| two or three witneſſes ; 
Jeſt they V Thould end the ſame con- 
Sus to be uſed under che chriſtian reli- 
gion, he varies the expreſſion: iO how 
much \ forer RE, a ye, hall he 
be thought worthy * and we know him that 
_ bath fail, vengeance belongeth to me, 1 
will recompenſe, /arth the Lord. And 4. 
Sin, the . Jhall "Judge his People. 1 
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is a fearful thing to fall into the bands of | 
the Wong God, no i WM: 


SINCE then our Saviour has freed ys 
from rites, and given us a 3 
tecommending by divine aut horit), a 33 
al worſhip ; why ſhould chriſtian magiſtrates 
reſume to-alter the ſimplicity of it ? Is 
not that in effect calling into queſtion the 
perfection of the chriſtian doctrine? Does 
it not imply great diſingenuity to God, for 
the favour of being under the laſt and moſt 
complete revelation, which all the preceding 
diſcoveries were delign'd chiefly to introduce, 
attended with perſpicuity and true freedom, 
and worthy the Son of God 'to eſtabliſh? 
Is it not at any time, but more peculiarly in 
kach a ſituation, highly unfit to make a re- 
ligion for God, and greatly incongruous to 
preſeribe one to others, beſides what abſur- 
ity the making a religion for another una- 
voidably includes? If it be faid that cere- 
monies regard only external polity, can 
we think that Chrift is not a perfect law- 
giver, chat ſomething elſe ſhould be ſup- 
poſed neceſfary to finiſh his conſtitution? 
If it be pleaded that ſuch mixtures en» 
danger not falyation ; true, but then it 
ſeems we are not to be ſollicitous to ſerve 
God in the beſt way we can, in the way 
that comes neareſt to the moſt perfect law 
| | * 4 of 


( 38 ) 
1 of liberty : and Lek. is the conſequence ? 
Is not zeal for ceremonies, by the bulk of 


mankind, put for real and intrinſick holi- 


nels ; and the vigour of the mind waſted in 
the defence of them, in a manner which is 
not 5 7 * lay 1 no WOE) the moſt re- 
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16 1 ET us ith - diligence "HY 


true and undefiled religion, and endeavour 
to arrive to greater perfection therein: let 
us ſteddily avoid all excels of ſenſual plea- 
ure and —— Hr of paſſion, and care; 
fully ſubdue. our lower powers to the rea- 
lon of our mind, enlightned with the divine 
word: let us faithfully rels after . 
degrees of real and inwar . To ex- 
cite us to this, let us conſider the unhappy 
conſequences of irreligion on the one ide, 
and the agreeable effects of pure religion 
and und aefiſed on the other. How much 

diſſervice does irreligion occaſion to all the 
trueſt intereſts which we can have in our 
view ? how does it weaken, the frame of 
our body, enfeeble our mind, ſtain our re- 
putation, raiſe dreadful tempeſts within, de- 
prive us. of inward peace, render us hate. 
ful to others, and, which is worſe, to our 
great Creator ; and expoſe | us, if not ſin- 
cerely repented of, to his“ wrath, which 
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is revealed from heaven againſt all ungod- 
line ſ and unrighteouſneſ3.of men, who ho 
the truth in unrighteouſneſ3 £ On the con- 
trary, how fair and beautiful are the fruits 
which ariſe out of pure religion and unde- 


filed ? how does it perfect our nature, and 
make it godlike? what true * pleaſure and 
real ſatisfaction does it impart ? how much 
does it ſecure the good opinion of our fel- 
low-creatures, and (which is infinitely more 


to be valu d) the favour of our heavenly Fa- 


ther, thro the mediation of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer ? What bravery is it capable of in- 
| ſpiring, when hereby the mind, in the midſt 
of raging tempeſts, can direct, with a tran- 
_ huilliry and calmneſs truly divine? What 
juſt and well-grounded aſſurance does it 
give us, when we are remov'd out of this 
world, of a reception into a ſtate of per- 
fect happineſs ? Let us f therefore, my be. 
loved brethren, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, al. 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, 
foraſmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in Lord; + giving all diligence, 
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Nam cum animus, cognitis perceptiſq; virtutibus, a cor- 
poris obſequio, indulgentiaq; diſceſſerit, voluptatema; ſicut labem 
aliquam dedecoris . omnemq; mortis doloriſq; ti- 
morem effugerit, ſocietatemq; carnis ejecerit ; tum ſuis omnibuſq; 

natura conjunctos ſuos duxerit, cultumq; deorum ex puram 
religionem ſuſceperit, & exacuerit ut oculorum ſic ingenii aciem 
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Ad to: your faith. virtue, and to virtue 
© Enowledge, and to Age 22 
an to A e patience, and to patience 
godlineſs, and to godlineſs brotherly kind: 
neſs, and to brotherly kindneſs charity ; for 
J. an entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you 


* 
* 
. 1 * 
z o 
- 4 
4 w 7 9 1 - = A 
. 
P * 
? 5 
* 1 » * » *. 
* > * * a , 8 * 
bd = 
{ * "I 
no ” ; 
* * * — : 
LY * 
By 
2 3 # 
? 2 q 
* — . . 4 Py * * 4 . P * 5 
* on 
— " 2 * 
5 . +. 
ttt 38+; g, n SIE 
* * 6 
© 2 #*s 8 * 2 bs g 
4 0 — — phe if 7 1 * 
4 - 2 * 1 90 
5 » e ts. 7 * * LY 3 * ? & 
. * i? 4 3 
* * 8 A, 
Joo "x 22 * af x 5 
| a. 3 ; , I. ao 8 1 T * 
* . * * - 
„ , 4 FI 4 LE COLI ; 4 
1 A ] . . : 
0 SE 
A * 
2 ; 
. * 
4 8 >” * 
- 1 - 3 - 
„ 
* 
* # 
*. i 1 . o v8 * - 
< 9 : * 
11 Y _ on — _ 
— — ” * * TIE YET * . 
7 e FJ [4 by a 
7 5 
* 7 * - 
2 | ; : 
* * _ * — K 8 © s 
Z * 
* * 3 5 * 
* > 2 5 % 4 , 
% N P + 
” F N . 8 — $ fd * te 
* 4 
* * 
1 1 * 
4 « £ 4 1 
- 4 4 * 
„5 K a. ; 1 
=, — 
* * > » - * 
4 . s 2 
— — £ 3 * 


0 A 
„ F 6 * 2 7 
Sc.» N # ; ; 
* 
= 
1 
PI 1 > % 
b | \ 
e : ; 2 'X » 4 a * 
* . 
% — EY" 5 2 1 — — n 
. 
' W 
- * * * * P * * * 
* — * * 4 + 
* 
* 
8 


- 
, , : 5 
* % 1 4 o * 41894 
7 9 
1 — 
N .. XY 
* 
py . 
b . Lf o * £ - . bu 
= TV 
. 
4 
* . 
. 
= 
WS. 8 5 * 5 L. * * 
* 1 . i * n 
” 
ow 
. * J * 
» 
1 6 * « 
* 
— * Sas qt * 8 
— on * - 
1 4 4 — . i ; 
* 
„ * 
- 
*. 
> 
- 
5 * 
> 
® 
- 


ty, into the everla fing kingdom of 


+ 


24 f-publifhed in'OSave, Servelur Na 
27 / Paper by the late Reverend Mr. John 
1 . 


- 


B 


of Faith, of Life, and of Worſhip, 


The Holy Gs not dependent on the Authority of the | 


2 Credibili 


Church for t 


Of che Infallibility of the Church of Rome ; and of the Judge 


of Controverſy, _ 
Of the Head of the Church. 


Ot Obedience, due from Eccleſiaſticks as well as others, to 


- lawful Governours, 5 | yy 
Of Anti-chriſt, Of Schiſm. Of the Marks of a true Church. 


| Of religious Worſhip due only to God, and not to Saints and 


Angels. | | 
Of Purgatory. No Sins venial. 


by Faith. Of Idolatry. 


5 


Againſt religious Service in an unknown Tongue. 
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